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RESULTS





METHODOLOGY – NATIONAL SURVEY

• Online interviews with 1,024 
Australians (completes)

• Survey was nationally 
representative of Australian 
population by age, gender, and 
state (pages 51-54)

• Conducted from 13th to 18th

January 2017

1,024
interviews



METHODOLOGY - QUALITATIVE

Generation Female 
participants

Male 
participants

Total 
participants

Gen Y 
(aged 23-37 4 4 8

Gen X 
(aged 38-52) 4 5 9

Baby Boomers 
(aged 53-71) 5 4 9

Three focus groups, 26 participants (15th-16th March, 2017)



FAITH AND BELIEF 
IN AUSTRALIA 

DEFINED



RELIGION IN AUSTRALIA DEFINED

Census Faith & Belief

Question What is the person’s religion? What religion do you currently 
practise or identify with?

Purpose Category Identity

Timeframe Tradition Current

Options Religions only Spiritual but not religious

Completions Optional (non-response: 8%) Compulsory (non-response: 0%)

Year 2011 2017







“Spirituality is being in touch with 
your inner self.

It helps you balance and slow 
down.”

-Baby Boomer non-Christ ian



“I swap day to day, week to week, 
year to year. Sometimes it might 

be work-related, or personal… when 
something isn’t going right and I 

want to go towards a positive path. I 
think a lot of other people my age do 

the same.”

-Gen Y non-Christ ian





“I believe someone created it. I 
believe in dinosaurs. But I don’t 

know if I believe all the things the 
Catholic or Anglican church says. I 

need to see concrete hard 
evidence.”

-Baby Boomer non-Christ ian





RELIGION IN AUSTRALIA - CENSUS

2016 (estimate) 2011 2006

1 No religion Catholic- 25.3% Catholic- 25.8%

2 Catholic No religion-
22.3%

Anglican- 18.7%

3 Anglican Anglican- 17.1% No religion-18.7%



RELIGION IN AUSTRALIA – BY STATE
State 2016 (estimate) 2011 2006

NSW Catholic Catholic- 27.5% Catholic- 28.2%

VIC No religion Catholic- 26.5% Catholic- 27.5%

QLD No religion Catholic- 23.8% Catholic- 24%

WA No religion No religion- 25.5% Catholic- 23.7%

SA No religion No religion- 28.1% No religion- 24.2%

ACT No religion No religion- 28.9% Catholic- 28%

TAS No religion No religion- 28.6% Anglican- 29.3%

NT No religion No religion- 23.9% No religion- 23.1%



CULTURAL DIVERSITY – STRATEGIC LOCATION



CHRISTIANITY BY BIRTHPLACE

Top 4 Bottom 4

Southern Europe 85% South East Asia 50%

Western Europe 67% Africa / Middle East 46%

Oceania 66% North Asia 25%

America 66% Central Asia 22%



THE JOURNEY TO 
(AND FROM) BELIEF



OUTGROWING RELIGION? 



NON-CHRISTIANS’ OPENNESS TO RELIGION



GREATEST INFLUENCES ON SHAPING OPINIONS



The Great 
Screenage



THINKING ABOUT SPIRITUALITY/RELIGION:  TOP PROMPTS

Top 5 Gen Z Gen Y Gen X Baby Boomers Builders

1 Conversations 
with people 

(39%)

Conversations 
with people 

(39%)

Conversations 
with people 

(27%)

Global & national 
issues
(26%)

Conversations
with people

(28%)
2 Social media 

(32%)

Reading a 
book or article 

(25%)

A major life 
crisis
(21%)

A death in the 
family
(24%)

Global & national 
issues
(22%)



SPEAKING ABOUT 
SPIRITUAL THINGS



TALKING ABOUT SPIRITUALITY



“I just don’t think Australians 
think about [spirituality and 

religion]. They don’t think of it 
as an everyday thing.”

-Baby Boomer non-Christ ian



“[I talk about religion] daily at work. 
We are a very tight team, and 

sometimes we could be joking, and 
someone might make a reference to 
their religion. We laugh about it, we 

talk about it and make sure we 
check we didn’t offend.”

-Gen Y non-Christ ian



TOPICS OF CONVERSATION

Top three religions in Australia
(Census)

Religions by discussion in 
Australia 

(discussed every few months or more)

Christianity (61%) Islam (41%)

Buddhism (2.5%) Christianity (38%)

Islam (2.2%) Buddhism (22%)





TALKING ABOUT SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGION

How they prefer to have 
conversations:
• “It is about learning and 

understanding.”
• “It is very confrontational”
• “Serious and deep”
• “Religion is not fun or l ight.”

-Gen X non-Christ ians



ATTRACTORS & 
REPELLANTS



ATTRACTORS AND REPELLENTS



“Religion gives hope 
but causes friction.”

-Baby Boomer non-Christ ian



WARMTH TO 
CHRISTIANITY 



“I think [Christianity] is a good 
religion… it teaches and 

hopefully creates people who are 
morally good. It is good to be 

surrounded by good, moral 
people.”

-Gen Y non-Christ ian



“We should be able to 
develop a moral code 

without a religion.”
-Gen Y non-Christ ian



AUSTRALIAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS CHRISTIANITY



ISSUE BLOCKERS



“I like the idea that there is 
an afterlife, but the science 

can’t prove it.”
“Heaven appeals to me.”

-Gen Y non-Christ ians



ISSUE BLOCKERS



BEHAVIOUR BLOCKERS



PERCEPTIONS OF 
CHRISTIANS



KNOWLEDGE OF CHRISTIANS



TOP 10 PERCEPTIONS OF CHRISTIANS 



THE CHURCH



THE CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA



19%

22%

26%

27%

33%

34%

35%

39%

30%

34%

34%

34%

37%

36%

37%

35%

Exploring faith and spirituality (e.g. Special religious
education in schools)

Meeting practical needs of refugees

Providing schools for children and young people

Offering chaplaincy (e.g. in hospitals, schools, army etc.)

Providing aged care facilities

Providing disaster relief assistance

Offering financial assistance/food relief programs

Looking after people that are homeless

Q. How much do you value the work of the church and 
Christian organisations in each of the following areas?

Extremely value Somewhat value



“There is support, if you are facing 
adversity. It is somewhere you can 
go; a number you can call. I don’t 
remember those in genuine need 
being turned away. When all else 

fails they will be there.”

-Baby Boomer non-Christ ian



“I think they are very good for 
people who are lonely or lost in 
their life. They are never going 
to judge those coming through 

their doors. It is a good place to 
go for that community feel, and 

for people to be embraced .”

-Gen X non-Christ ian



THE CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA



THE CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA



“I don’t have that religious 
support system. There must be 

a lot of comfort in that. 
I envy that.”

-Baby Boomer non-Christ ian



“I know some people in their 20s (in 
a big church). The social life is 

awesome… you meet so many great 
people. But once you’re in, they 

discriminate to those who are not 
in...”

-Gen Y non-Christ ian



NET PROMOTER SCORE OF CHURCH ATTENDEES

Q.  On a  sca le  f rom 0 -10 ,  how l i ke ly  a re  you  to  recommend 
the  churches  in  your  loca l  a rea  to  a  f r iend  o r  co l league? 
n=153 (Those who a t tend  church  regu la r l y )

30



PERCEPTIONS OF 
JESUS



PERCEPTIONS OF JESUS



PERCEPTIONS OF JESUS



IMPORTANCE OF JESUS’ LIFE



“There is nothing negative 
about him, he was a very moral 

person. So many good traits
there, if he does exist.”

-Gen Y non-Christ ian



“He’s an all-round awesome
guy – selfless, caring, 

sacrificing, all good to all 
people.”

-Gen X non-Christ ian



“Jesus Christ was a great man, 
we cannot deny that.”

-Baby Boomer non-Christ ian



IMPORTANCE OF JESUS’ LIFE



“I do believe in the strength 
behind Jesus, the good, the 

love, but just pushing the 
name of Jesus so hard 
forms a block for me.”

-Gen X non-Christ ian



CONNECTION TO POSITIVE ATTRIBUTES OF JESUS



faithandbelief.org.au

THANK YOU!


